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Service  

Participants  

 
If you are interested in 

participating in our 

Sunday services as a 

lector, chalice bearer, 

usher, or altar guild 

member, please contact 

Reid Heeren.  

One day as I walked out of the Sunday worship service when Gail and I were still in 

Westborough, MA, a man who had been jogging by, stopped and approached me. He 

said, òIõve never been religious, but Iõm curious as to why all these people are here. 

How can you prove that thereõs even a God?ó This individual was a genuine seeker; he 

was not simply someone giving me a hard time. He was asking me to tell him what I 

really believe.  

 

I remember reading that Somerset Maugham once wrote that, òthere is no reason 

for life, and life has no meaning.ó If thatõs the case, then why do we spend our life-

time analyzing why weõre here? What are we living for?  

 

Several years ago I officiated at the burial of an eighteen year old boy. His younger 

sister was so overcome with grief that she jumped on to the casket as it was being 

lowered into the grave. Mournfully, she cried out, òWhy? Why? Will I ever see him 

again?ó She was a parishioner and one of my acolytes. After she was pulled out of 

the hole, I took her aside and said something like, òYou already have the answer to 

your question. You know deep down in your heart that this is not the end. You have-

nõt stopped loving your brother because he died. Do you truly believe that God Al-

mighty has? Your heart tells you that we have eternal life; just believe it.ó 

 

 

 
 

 

(continued on page 2) 
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The nursery needs additional helpers.  If there are enough volunteers, no one will need to serve more than once a 

month.  There is a sign -up sheet in the parish hall.  
 

The old organ in the basement is available at no charge.  If you or someone you know would like to have it, please 

contact the church office at 610 -746 -3910 or stbrigids.pa@verizon.net.  
 

~ Reid Heeren  

Miscellaneous  

(continued from Page 1) 

 

Similarly, you are all members of St. Brigidõs Church because you also know the answer to her question. Youõre 

here because of what God has placed in your hearts. To address the man above:  the people in Westborough were 

in church for the very same reason.  
 

Fr. Bill  

Parish Photo Directory Sign - up for your Photo  
 

Sign-up sheets are in the parish hall for you to schedule your family or individual photograph appointment for our 

new parish photo directory. The photographs will be taken on the afternoon and evening of Friday, February 24 

and during the day on Saturday, February 25 in 15 to 20 minute time intervals. The photos are being taken by a 

professional photographer from Olan Mills. The last day to sign -up for a photo is Sunday, February 12.  
 

This is the first time St. Brigidõs has done a photo directory. With many new members this past year it will help 

us recognize each other and keep our parish family straight.  Samples of directories done for other churches are 

next to the sign -up forms for your review.  
 

Each parish family will receive a free copy of the photo directory when it is completed in early April. In addition 

each family will receive a free $25 portrait gift certificate. Additional portraits will be available for purchase; 

however, NO PURCHASE IS NECESSARY.  The young adult (over 18) members of our parish have the option of 

being photographed with their family or individually. If they elect an individual photograph they must schedule a 

separate time for their photograph.  
 

~ Reid Heeren  

Lenten Suppers and Program  
 

   This year we will once again begin our Wednesday evenings in Lent with a Soup and Bread Supper at 6 PM.  We 

will need weekly volunteers to bring both soup and bread for five Wednesdays, beginning on February 29 th  and 

continuing through March 28 th .  A sign-up sheet can be found in the parish hall; please indicate if you plan to at-

tend, and whether you can bring soup or bread.  

   The suppers will in turn be followed by our 2012 Lenten program, entitled, òThe Trials of Jesus: Voices of the 

Prosecutionó.  Like a courtroom drama, a series of witnesses (Satan, Judas, Annas, Caiaphas, Peter and Herod) 

come forward to give testimony about their experiences with the accused ñJesus Christ. Through their accounts 

we come to know the truth, that Jesus came to take our place in the defendantõs chair. Each weekly program in-

cludes scripture readings, prayers, and a dramatic monologue that bears evidence to the fact that Jesus is truly 

the Son of God.  Weõll all be heading home by 7:30 PM. Please join us! 
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February 7   Isabel Kehler  

February 22   Bronik Jurasik  

 

Nazareth Community Concert  

 
The Nazareth Community Concert will be held on Sunday, March 

4, 3 pm at the Nazareth High School auditorium. The theme will 

be òLiberty for Alló featuring the Allentown Concert Band with 

the Nazareth Community Band. The Allentown Concert Band is 

the oldest civilian concert band in the United States, being in 

continuous existence since 1828. They have been featured in a 

number of television programs, completed four European tours, 

and in recent years performed at both Carnegie Hall and the 

Kennedy Center. See Reid Heeren for advance tickets.  

Help Wanted ð More Coffee Hour Hosts!  

 
 In the past few months St. Brigidõs has seen an increase in attendance on Sundays. While thatõs a very good 

thing, it presents a challenge as well. Coffee hour is a very important part of our Sunday morning. Itõs more than 

just sign -up sheets, food, and a (much needed) cup of coffee. Itõs about fellowship.  Coffee hour provides us with 

an opportunity to get to know one another over some sweet treats and a hot cup of caffeine.  

 

As social committee chairperson, I am responsible for ensuring that coffee hour happens each week. Sounds easy 

enough, but as the parish grows so does the need to make sure we have enough people signed up each week. Pre-

paring coffee hour is simply not a one -person task any more. Thatõs why I am writing this article. Your assistance 

is needed! Rather than have one person sign up per week, letõs try to get each volunteer to partner with someone 

else. It can even be a group of people.  As our attendance grows, more volunteers are needed to handle the task 

on Sundays. 

 

For those of you who have never done it, preparing a coffee hour is really very easy. I have printed instructions 

pasted next to the sign -up sheets (Coffee Hour ð Itõs a Piece of Cakeớ) as well as instructions for the coffee 

maker which are posted in the kitchen in the office (Meet the New Coffee Maker ớ). There are absolutely no doõs 

or donõts regarding what to bring. If you feel like bakingñgreat! If youõd rather buy items, thatõs fine, too. Itõs 

not necessary to spend a lot of money. Iõll share a little secret with you. A few weeks ago, I brought in some 

chocolate -covered graham crackers that were a huge hit. I bought them at The Dollar Tree! Just a couple of 

treats, some juice, and half & half are all you need. My only suggestion (take it or leave it) is to include a healthy 

snack as well (fruit, pretzels, etc.). But again, itõs just a suggestion. There are no requirements here. One more 

piece of advice; NEVER be afraid to ask for help! I am always willing to help as are other parishioners. Just ask 

and someone will be there to help you.  

 

I hope to see more volunteers step up to the plate in 2012!  

 

Thank you,  

Lisa Meixsell  

At one time there were several Lift Every Voice and Sing II hymnals on the 

ledge by the piano in the sanctuary.  They are no longer there.  If you know 

where they are, please notify Gail Goshert or the church office.  



**Child care is available 

during our Sunday Service.**  
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310 Madison Avenue 

Nazareth, PA  18064  

Phone:  610-746 -3910 

Fax:  610-746 -4515 

E-mail:  stbrigids.pa@verizon.net  

On the Web:  www.stbrigidspa.org  

òTo Live and Share Christõs Loveó 

The Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem  

Name Tags  
 

After you remove your name tag, 

please place it in the basket in the 

parish hall.  

February 1  

St. Brigidõs Day 

 

February 3  

Registration Deadline for Renewal 

Assembly IV  

 

February 5  

òSouperó Bowl Sunday 

 

February 11  

Menõs Group 

 

Renewal Assembly IV  

 

February 12  

Last Day to Sign up for Directory 

Photo Shoot  

 

Vestry Meeting  

 

February 14  

Valentineõs Day 

 

February 16  

Newsletter Items Due  

February 18  

Vestry Retreat @ Moravian Hall 

Square 

 

February 20  

Presidentsõ DayñChurch Office 

Closed 

 

February 21  

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper  

 

February 22  

Ash Wednesday Service  

 

February 24 ñ25 

Directory Photos Taken  

 

February 26  

Healing Service  

 

February 29  

1st Lenten Soup Supper and 

Program 

February Happenings  

Cianci,  Ralph 

227 Burdette St.  

Wind Gap, PA  18091 

610-863 -7001 

 

 

 

Favere,  John & Dena 

1227 Saddle Dr.  

Nazareth, PA  18064  

610-759 -4982  

 

 

 

Pires,  Marcos &  

Kristina  

470 W. Locust Ln.  

Nazareth, PA  18064  

484 -281-3583  

Child:  Lucas  

 

New address for  

Fr. Bill and Gail  

 

5114 Hilltop Circle  

E. Stroudsburg, PA  

18301 

 

New Address for 

Lynn Walker  

 

3302 St. Stephenõs 

Lane 

Whitehall, PA  18052  

610-216-3227 (c)  

Directory Update  
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Financial  Report  

2011  

Income     Actual  

Pledges & Offerings   $  59,777.00  

Grants     $    6,000.00  

Other Gifts & Offerings  $  10,448.00  

 

Total Income    $ 76,225.00  

 

Expenses 

Staff Expenses   $    49,130.00  

Bldg. Expenses   $    10,405.00  

Capital Improvements   $      7,503.00  

Diocesan Payments  $    11,727.00  

Office Expenses   $      6,714.00  

Worship Expenses   $      7,915.00  

Other Misc. Expenses   $        202.00   

 

Total Expenses     $ 93,596.00  

 

Fund Raising 

Income     $    13,186.00  

Expense   $     6,772.00                                           

 

Fundraising (Net)     $    6,414.00  

 

Loss       ($10,957.00)  

To our New Members  
 

If you would like to have your birthday or anniversary recognized in the 

newsletter and weekly bulletin, please contact the church office at 610 -

746 -3910 or stbrigids.pa@verizon.net.  

Episcopal Women Retreat  

 
Nativity Cathedral invites the women 

of the diocese to attend the 10th 

Annual Retreat in Mt. Pocono March 

9ñ11.  If you sign up before January 

31, the price is $185.00 (double oc-

cupancy).  After January 31, the 

price goes up to $195 (double occu-

pancy).  For more information con-

tact Canon Partee at 610 -865 -0727.  

Icon Workshop  
 

Iconographer Fr. Peter Pearson will lead an icon workshop at the Cathe-

dral May 3 ñ6, 2012.  The cost is $225.00 and covers all materials.  A 

$125.00 deposit is due by April 1.  Contact Canon Partee at  

mpartee@nativitycathedral.org to register.  


