
Parish Profile 

St. Brigid’s Episcopal Church 

310 Madison Avenue 

Nazareth, PA  18064 

Phone 610-746-3910 

Fax 610-746-4515 

Email:  stbrigidspa@verizon.net 

Web:  www.stbrigidspa.org 

 
The Very Rev. Robert D. Schenkel, Jr. 

Priest-in-Charge 

 
Winter Schedule 

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Holy Eucharist 10:00 a.m. 

 
Summer Schedule (June—August) 

Holy Eucharist 9:00 a.m. 



The Story of St. Brigid’s 
 

 

St. Brigid's was founded in 1995 as a congregation in the Episcopal Diocese 

of Bethlehem and was accepted as a mission of the diocese at its 1996 con-

vention.  At the Diocesan Convention in October 2005, St. Brigidõs was ac-

corded parish status.  

 

The name of St. Brigid was chosen in honor of the diocesan partnership 

with the Diocese of Meath and Kildare in Ireland.  St Brigidõs is named for 

the 4th and 5th century nun who, next to St. Patrick, is the most revered 

saint in Ireland.  

 

The parishõs first location was in the basement of the Nazareth National 

Bank and Trust Company branch in Moorestown, Pennsylvania.  The Rever-

end Canon Jane Teter, a member of the bishopõs staff, was the first vicar. 

 

In 1998 St. Brigidõs moved to its current location. The church building, con-

structed in 1901, previously housed a Methodist church.  Because it had 

been vacant for several years, the parish made many needed major renova-

tions.  

 

The Reverend Judith Snyder was the vicar from 1999 to December 2003.  

Our current Priest - in-Charge is the Very Reverend Robert D. Schenkel, Jr.  
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St. Brigid’s Mission 
 

 

St. Brigidõs is a sustaining and supporting community which: 

 

¶ Gathers for worship and prayer in the Anglican tradition  

 

¶ Provides opportunities for spiritual, personal, and educational growth  

 

¶ Is open to and ministers to all  

 

¶ Reaches out to those who are not part of a church community  

 

¶ Values and welcomes children  

 

Mission Statement  

òTo live and share Christõs loveó 

 

At the conclusion of every service, congregants recite the following:  

 

We of St. Brigidõs Church pray that our doors will always be open to all for 

worship, and our pews filled; that we willingly share our load of ministry 

through every member participation; that our spiritual life be enriched 

through the reading and study of scripture; that we be a place where both 

doubters and believers wrestle with issues of faith; that we participate 

more in our growing region by reaching out to community needs and not just 

our own; and that we always be evangelists of the Good News to our world, 

all of which we ask through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   Amen . 
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Lay Participation in Worship 
 

 

Acolytes and Crucifers  

Older children and youth attend monthly training sessions.  They process 

and recess with the clergy and choir and assist at the altar.  

 

Altar Guild  

The group meets quarterly and prepares the vessels and linens for use.  

One altar guild member is scheduled to prepare the altar for the worship 

service each week.  

 

Chalice Bearers  

Two licensed parishioners assist the priest each week by offering the wine 

to communicants.  

 

Children  

The Sunday school teachers and children join the congregation after the 

passing of the peace.  Two young children bring the communion vessels to 

the altar and take up the collection.  

 

Music 

The organist/choir director plays for the service.  A small choir sings an 

offertory anthem and leads the singing of hymns and service music.  

 

Readers 

One parishioner each week reads the Old Testament and Epistle and leads 

the reading of the Psalm.  Another parishioner serves as Intercessor.  

 

Ushers and Greeter  

Two ushers and a greeter welcome members and visitors to the church.  

The ushers provide bulletins, count the number in attendance, and direct 

the communicants to the altar to receive the Eucharist.  
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Statistical Profile and Budget 
 

 

Membership  

Number of adult voting members       92 

Infants and Sunday school age       13 

Youth group members (5th grade through high school)   15 

Average weekly attendance       55 

 

Budget  

Expected revenue 2009      $89,900.00  

Expected disbursements 2009      $92,349.08  

Checking account 9/30/09      $  5,723.53  

Memorial fund 9/30/09      $  2,892.33  

Building fund        $10,246.60  

Average pledge 2009       $  1,712.00  

 

The Bishop Walter Empey Endowment Fund was established in 2009.  
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St. Brigid’s in the Diocese,  

Nation, and World (Continued) 
 

 

 

Many individuals contribute to Episcopal Relief and Development, which pro-

vides funds for pressing needs throughout the world, often following a 

natural disaster.  In accordance with the resolutions passed at the national 

convention in July and at the Diocesan convention in October, one Sunday in 

Lent will be designated as Episcopal Relief and Development Sunday.  

 

The national church, although autonomous, is part of the Anglican Commun-

ion, churches originally founded by the Church of England throughout the 

world.  The four orders of clergy that were established in the New Testa-

mentñbishops, priests, deacons, and laity ñshare the responsibility for ful-

filling the Churchõs mission. 

 

Services follow the order of worship in the Book of Common Prayer (1979), 

sometimes with a choice of Elizabethan or contemporary language.  A 3 -

year cycle of daily and weekly scripture readings and coordinated hymn 

texts, the Revised Common Lectionary, follows the church year calendar 

established in the early centuries of Christianity.  

 

The Episcopal Church is in communion with the Moravian and Evangelical 

Lutheran Churches, shares guidelines for the Eucharist with the Methodist 

Church, and participates in the LARC (Lutheran/Anglican/Roman Catholic) 

ecumenical discussions. 
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Christian Education 
 

 

Committee  

The Christian Education Committee identifies, develops, and oversees all 

educational needs from nursery age through adult.  Two co -chairpersons 

are responsible for recruiting committee members, teachers, and group 

leaders.  The committee meets monthly.  

 

Children  

Nursery care is provided during worship services.  From September to 

June, pre -school and elementary age children attend Sunday school.  The 

curriculum is a combination of web and print sources, including òFirst Sun-

day Schooló.  There is an altar for brief services, and children join the wor-

ship service after the passing of the peace.  

 

Youth  

Both the junior and senior high groups meet twice a month for spiritual 

growth and fellowship.  Youths participate in worship services as acolytes, 

crucifers, readers, ushers, and in other capacities.  They also do fundrais-

ing and work in parish activities.  In recent years the St. Brigidõs youth 

group members have participated in Diocesan events disproportionately to 

their numbers, including Nightwatch, Christophany, mission trips, and the 

Diocesan Youth Council.  In February 2009, they held the parishõs first 

youth service.  Confirmands attend preparatory classes before the Bishopõs 

annual visit.  

 

Adult  

In addition to pot luck dinners followed by a program on Wednesday eve-

nings during Lent, St. Brigidõs schedules adult education courses at irregu-

lar intervals and arranges for programs after some Sunday services.  The 

Menõs Group meets monthly, sometimes for work sessions on the building or 

in the community.  The Womenõs Group meets less often for programs or 

social gatherings.  
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Other Ministries and Committees 
 

 

Pastoral Care 

In addition to the pastoral care provided by the Priest - in-Charge and the 

prayer list included in the weekly intercessory prayer, there is a prayer 

chain and prayer group.  The parish sends congratulatory cards and gifts at 

the time of a birth and remembrance cards to the sick and hospitalized and 

at the time of death.  Parishioners assist one another at times of special 

need. 

 

Evangelism and Publicity  

These include communicating information to the local press; current parish 

communications; greeting members and visitors; using name tags at ser-

vices; participating as a parish in Nazareth functions including Nazareth 

Days, the Christmas tree lighting, and the Chamber of Commerce dinner; 

and distributing parish brochures to the Nazareth community.  The revi-

sions being made to the web site should make it more appealing and timely.  

 

Outreach  

The Chair identifies community needs and solicits contributions to meet 

those needs.  Two other parishioners serve on the board of the Nazareth 

Area Food Bank, which St. Brigidõs supports both financially and with 

monthly collections of food and other items.  The parish donates special 

collections from the òSouper Bowló, the weekly birthday bank, the sale of 

Bishopõs Blend coffee and tea, and fundraising events to the Food Bank and 

other charities; provides gift items to the Easton Childrenõs Home, the 

Episcopal Church Womenõs and Diocese programs, Meals on Wheels, the An-

gel Tree program; and makes and serves lunch once per year for the Trin-

ity, Easton, soup kitchen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 

St. Brigid’s in the  

Diocese, Nation, and World 
 

 

St. Brigidõs is the newest of the sixty parishes in the 14-county Northeast 

Pennsylvania region that comprises the Diocese of Bethlehem.  From the 

beginning, St. Brigidõs has had a close relationship with the Diocese.  The 

first vicar was the Rev. Canon Jane Teter, the Canon for Ministries of the 

Diocese of Bethlehem.  The current Priest - in-Charge, the Very Rev. Robert 

D. Schenkel, Jr., is the retired Dean of the Cathedral.  

 

Administratively, St. Brigidõs is governed by national and Diocesan canon.  

The parish submits requested reports to the Diocese, and the Vestry 

meets with the bishop or his representative at the time of his annual visit.  

Parishioners, including youth, attend Diocesan training sessions, seminars, 

worship services, and special events, and serve on Diocesan committees.  

 

St. Brigidõs supports the Diocesan budget with a 12 percent assessment and 

a 3 percent acceptance of its operating budget.  The parish is halfway 

through repaying a 10 -year loan from the Diocese that was used to install 

the new heating system and make other improvements to the church build-

ing.  The Diocese has also provided a congregational development grant in 

past years and again for 2010.  Furniture and other items were donated to 

St. Brigidõs in its early years by the Cathedral and by other parishes. 

 

Individuals and the parish contribute to two Diocesan programs:  New 

Bethany, which provides housing and other necessities to homeless and 

abused people; and New Hope, 75 percent of which is used to develop edu-

cation and self support training programs in the Diocese of Kajo -Keji in 

southern Sudan, and 25 percent of which is used for the needy here in the 

Lehigh Valley.  Parishioners who remember the church in their wills, or 

make some other charitable gift, such as a remainder trust, quality for 

membership in the St. Matthew Society.  

 

The Diocese in turn reports to the national Episcopal Church and supports 

its budget.  The Episcopal Church includes 110 dioceses in 16 nations.  
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St. Brigid’s in the  

Nazareth Community 
 

 

The Borough of Nazareth, Pennsylvania, was founded in the mid -18th cen-

tury by Moravians.  Its culture still includes Moravian practices.  

 

St. Brigidõs is an active part of the Nazareth community.  The Priest-in-

Charge holds a service at Moravian Hall Square one Tuesday afternoon each 

month.  He is a member of the Nazareth Ministerium, and St. Brigidõs par-

ticipates in the Ministeriumõs ecumenical services.  The next one is sched-

uled for January 17, 2010.  

 

As noted in the section of evangelism, St. Brigidõs as a parish participates 

in community events, and notices of many events appear in the service bul-

letins.  In addition, parishioners who live in Nazareth are active as individu-

als in its community life.  

 

St. Brigidõs holds a membership in the Nazareth Chamber of Commerce 

which distributes St. Brigidõs brochures to the Nazareth community.  No-

tices and press releases of parish events appear in the local press.  

 

In addition to the Nazareth area charities mentioned in the section on out-

reach, the menõs group participates in the Pennsylvania òAdopt-a-Highwayó 

litter control program by holding a work session one Saturday each spring 

to clean up a section of Route 191 in Nazareth.  

 

Local businesses help publicize St. Brigidõs fundraisers and events, and 

some contribute to them.  
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Supporting Ministries 
 

 

Vestry  

The Priest - in-Charge and the Vestry are responsible for planning, coordi-

nating, and documenting parish life and liaisoning with the Diocese.  The 

Vestry consists of nine parishioners elected in January to 3 -year staggered 

terms.  The Vestry oversees the property, finances, and administration of 

the parish.  In addition, Vestry members chair committees or serve as liai-

sons to them.  

 

Administration  

A parish administrator works in the office Monday through Thursday from 

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  She orders supplies, does bookkeeping, assists the 

treasurer, prepares the bulletins and newsletters, sends notices and adver-

tisements to the press, coordinates internal communication, updates the 

website, and assists the committees.  She sends the monthly newsletter to 

all parishioners by either snail mail or email.  

 

Building and Grounds 

The junior warden oversees building maintenance, arranges for or performs 

renovations and repairs, and supervises the sexton, who works an average 

of six hours per week.  In recent years building projects included a new 

roof, a new heating system, and major electrical work.  This year there 

were three building projects:  the first stage of restoring and protecting 

the stained glass windows; painting the front doors, steeple, and large win-

dow frame, and replacing the locks.  Only those who have completed the 

Safeguarding Godõs Children training may have keys to the church building.  

 

Budget  

The treasurer, who serves ex -officio on the Vestry, prepares the budget, 

issues payroll checks, and provides monthly budget reports throughout the 

year.  All checks require two signatures.  The treasurer works with the au-

diting firm every third year and with the parishioners who do the internal 

audit in the intervening years.  Each week two adults, at least one a Vestry 

member, count and record the offerings and other receipts and immedi-

ately deposit the money into the bank.  
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Supporting Ministries  

(Continued) 
 

 

Fundraising 

Fundraising is a vital part of St. Brigidõs budget, parish fellowship, and out-

reach programs.  Two major fundraising events are held each year ñthe 

golf outing in the spring, and a fall or winter festival.  In addition fundrais-

ing/social events include parish attendance at an Iron Pigs game, sale of 

Bishopõs Blend coffee and tea, participation in Nazareth Days, and youth 

fundraisers such as Spud Nights.  Working together on these activities 

provides money for outreach programs and promotes parish fellowship.  

 

Planning 

Although all committees, and especially the vestry, plan throughout the 

year, an annual planning day is held on a Saturday in mid -January to prepare 

the calendar for the coming year.  As new needs arise, a temporary commit-

tee may be appointed to meet them.  An example from this year is a Christ-

mas Committee that will coordinate the special holiday events, including 

Advent wreath -making, gift wrapping for Meals on Wheels and Angel Tree 

presents, a childrenõs pageant, and the greening of the church. 

 

Social Events  

Social activities include the coffee hour after Sunday services, the Church 

School and fall kick -off picnics, group attendance at an Iron Pigs game, the 

Newcomersõ and Lenten dinners, Menõs and Womenõs group activities, and 

participation in outreach, committees, and fundraising.  All create fellow-

ship and a sense of community, and help to assimilate new families and indi-

viduals into the life of the parish.  
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Stewardship 
 

 

Stewardship is both a supporting ministry and an integral part of all other 

ministries.  At St. Brigidõs it is a year-round program for both children and 

adults.  

 

The fall pledge drive culminates on Consecration Sunday when members 

pledge financial support as well as time and talent to St. Brigidõs ministries.  

During the pledge drive, parishioners give testimonies addressing òWhat 

Stewardship Means to Meó and describe the ministries in which they use 

their time and talents within St. Brigidõs and in the wider community and 

the world.  

 

Young children begin to understand the importance of stewardship by their 

use of the special childrenõs offering envelopes.  Throughout the year chil-

dren pass the collection plates; and children and youth participate in many 

ways in the worship services and in service projects.  

 

The òStewardship Reflectionsó in the weekly bulletins and the publication 

of income and expenditures, in broad categories, in the monthly newslet-

ters also promote stewardship.  Careful budgeting and control of expenses 

are also important factors in the overall stewardship program.  

 

Parishioners learn of opportunities to volunteer their time and talents to 

St. Brigidõs ministries through notices in the weekly bulletins and monthly 

newsletters, announcements during the worship services, and sign -up sheets 

in the parish hall.  
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